


          

       

  

Achieving the finish is a very deliberate artistry

“We carefully assemble the final look – it’s built into the process.” 

The ‘calligraphy’ or pattern of the surface, is troweled into the first layers, then 
developed through subsequent coats of specially imported Italian plaster cho-
sen for its strength and color. Hand finishing completes the appearance and 

adds a signature sheen. The result is a substantial, 
elegant and washable surface.

Kevin Walsh, Founder of Walsh Decorative Painting 
says ; “You have to actually touch Venetian Plaster 
to appreciate how rich and solid it is.

The result can be so richly polished and deeply 
translucent that it looks like marble or polished 
granite. Natural products are used that integrate 

perfectly with the present and reflect the past. Italian lime-based venetian 
plaster achieves the  glossy, marble-like finish making spaces appear larger and 
more substantial.

The strength and beauty of this clas-
sical technique is available today 
from the artists of Walsh Decorative 
Painting.

Authentic Italian Venetian Plaster
 

The spectacular depth and beauty of Venetian Plaster results from more than simple 
materials and techniques. Hundreds of years of tradition and knowledge stand be-

hind this ancient craft which is still finding a place in great homes and special 
buildings.

Venetian plaster earned it’s name 
and reputation adorning 18th cen-
tury Venetian palaces but originated 
in ancient Roman architecture at 
least fourteen centuries before. 
There was a great demand then for 
strong, durable surfaces in both 

monumental and residential structures. The fact 
that so many of these ancient walls still stand today 

is a tribute to the endurance of the technique.

Not all Venetian Plaster is the same. 

Authentic Venetian Plaster is still a labor-intensive process that involves special tools, 
ancient techniques, and uncanny skills with spatula and 
trowel. W hile modern materials have become available, 
few of them pass the tests of both time and transcendent 
beauty.

Traditional procedures have been preserved in the differ-
ent regions of Italy with names such as: ‘Stucco a En 
causto’, ‘Spatolato di Grassello’, ‘Rasatura’, ‘Marmorino’, and 
‘Stucco Florentino’.

Most of these are closely kept secrets, passed down 
through families and among craftsmen just as in the 
days of Renaissance guilds and studios.

Walsh Decorative Painting, Inc. 
7826 North Leewynn Court, Sarasota, FL 34240 USA

phone: 941-355-0300 • fax: 941-379-5154 • cell: 941-915-8749 
email: k5walsh@earthlink.net 

website: http://www.walshdecorativepainting.com

“It’s exciting to 
combine ancient 
techniques with 
contemporary 
materials, then 
put them in 
the hands of 
talented artists”

“Everything we 
do is custom. 

We work with the 
architect, designer, 

contractor, and 
client to develop 
the special finish  
for each project.”
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